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SEVEN-YEAR-OLD Julian Ramos of Francis Street was selected to turn on the lights decorating the Chiistmas
tree on the Town Green Friday, officially kicking off four days of Holiday Fest. Above Julfan gives WTIC traffic

reporter Mike Afien a ‘high five' as Holiday Fest coordinator Pat Sirsis, right, looks on.

‘Thankyou’ note singled him out

JAG student’s resume, interview took top national honors

John Drew, a senior at East

Hartiord High School, won
Second Place in a naticnal
employability contest this
weekend af the JAG National
Student leadership Academy
in Washington, DC.

John is = participant i
EHHS’s brandnew Jobs for
America’s Graduates (JAG) CT
program, He trawelled to the
national event with four other
students from Manchester, New
Britain and New Haven.

The national Emplovability
Bkills event involved developing
a letter of applcation, and a

resume, for a simulated job
opening, Cendidates then took
part in an inferview. The con-
testants were rated on neat
ness, spelling and grammar,
content and completeness, and
personal presentation.

All the students attending
also took part in extensive lead-
erghip training sessions with
other JAG students from
around the country, and each
will deliver & preseniation to
classmates and school adminis-
trators upon their return.

JAG came to EHHS in
January as an elective, teach-

ing professional workplace
skills and offering individual
mentoring and counseling.
Students take part in a "Career
Association”, designing and
carrying out commumnity serv-
ice projecis. After completing
the program each can take
advantage of 2 year of follow-up
services, The JAG program has
smaller class sizes and helps
with personal employment and
career plans.

John enrolled in JAG in
September. He was elected

SEE JAG HONORS, page 10

East Hartford Chamber
weighs merger decision

By Bill Doak
After” 100 years, the Eas{
Hartford Chamber of

Commerce may be a relic of the
past - but Iong live the
Connecticut  River - Valley
Chamber of Commerce!
December 21 the member-
ship will be asked to vote at a
5:80 pan. mesting at Goodwin
Coliege whether to merge with
similar business advocacy
groups in  neighboring
Glastonbury, South Windsor
and the town of Marlborough
to form one entity. The board
of the four organizations have

been ironing out the details of’

the merger for two years, and
have developed a plan offering
both local business councils
and the mote powerful larger
organization that, if approved
would become the fourth-

largest chamber of commerce
in Connecticut,

East Hartford Chamber
Board Chairman Joe Bierbawn

. explains that the merger plan

sought to keep the new organi-
zation local and responsive,
expanding regional opportuni-
ties for what would be an
organization of nearly 900
members, and offering better
engagement for members to
enhance networking and busi-
ness opportunities.

The merger talks accelerat-
ed with the departure of the
executive dirgetor of the East
Hartford Chamber, Timothy
Coppage, 12 months age, and
then the leader of the Sonth
Windsor Charber left. Since
the beginning of Z015 manage-
ment of the FEast Hartford
Chamber has been handled by
the Glastonbury Chamber of
Commerce with an office pre-
served on Main Street and
staffed partiime. Bierbaum
szaid -the East Hartford
Chamber Board voted unani-

SEE MERGER VOTE , page 10
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JAG student from EHHS tépé n

From Page 1

president of his ‘class Career
Association.

In placing Drew among the’
- top JAG students in the nation,
. judges observed that he “went
an  extra mile” and were
ymypressed that he delivered a
hand-written fhankyou note
after his interview. '

The experience appears to
have made a lasting impact.

¢JAG has made me realize
the definition of hard work,”
John reflected. ‘s made me
realize that when you put 100
percent effort into everything
you do, good outcomes will
vesult... Before, 1 was that one
Kid in the back of the class who

Santa could
use some toys,

helping hands
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would do nothing and cause
disruptions... JAG 18 what
unlocked that gpecial part of
my brain and made me realize’
that good things aren’t going to
just come to 1me. 1f T want to
pursue a successiul futuve, the
beginning of that road starts

NOW.

JAG CT is a program of the
Hartford Consortium -~ for’
Higher Education, and is fund-
ed with a contract with: the
state of CT Dept. of Labor -
with support
Support Services Division and
state departmients of
Bducation, Social Services,
Children and
Correction, and " Economic
Development. For more than

To the Editor:

As you celebrate Christmas

on December 25 with your
family and friends, many
homeless men, wornen and
children will be celebrating at
the Manchester Country Club

from the Court

Families, -

pu——— ,,]uvﬂ_' - I‘.'S‘ ’." "..ngl Oﬁ dS'O
HVINNVHD AddVH ‘SYWLSI

35 years the program “has
helped young people graduate
from high school and continue
their postsecondary SUCCERS,
leading to quality -jobs ~and
careers. In Coniecticut the
JAG program is ]

schools:  East Hartford,

Manchester, New Britain and

New Haven.: '

he JAG program just held -
n program at .

its first recognition
EHHS in a session that- fea
address

tured -. an >
Congressmarl

leaders. RS

For ~nore " “nfo  wisit
. jaget.org ' Do
wunsjag.org. &

with Santa, Following a meal
prepared by volunicers, gifts.
for the children will be hand-
ed out by Santa as adults. -

“have an oppertunity to choose 5

‘clothing, shoes, toiletries such

nation

offered in six :

John B. Larson .
and other local :t:_ommunity '

as shampoo, aftershave, hand
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